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HOLLOWS, “CUP-MARKS”, AND HITTITE STONE MONUMENTS! 


By DAVID USSISHKIN 


Hollows and ‘“‘cup-marks’’, i.e. small round depressions of various sizes, are 
associated with a number of Hittite and Neo-Hittite stone monuments. They are 
carved on the surface of the monuments and in the case of rock reliefs they are 
cut in the surface of the adjacent rock. This phenomenon, hitherto hardly noticed, 
is not accidental, and undoubtedly the hollows and cup-marks had a cultic 
function. It seems that various substances, probably liquids, were placed in them 
as part of the rituals practiced in connection with the monuments in question. In 
one or two cases the cup-marks are too small to have contained anything and they 
probably had solely a symbolic meaning. 

I had the opportunity of studying these monuments during tours in Turkey 
in 1972. However, I could not visit all the known monuments, and thus the data 
presented here are probably incomplete. Although the appearance of hollows and 
cup-marks in connection with monuments seems to be a wide-spread phenom- 
enon, it has to be stressed that many monuments are without them. I could find 
no hollows or cup-marks associated with the relief of the King’s Gate at Bogazkéy, 
in Eflatun Pinar, Gavurkale and the gate of Alaca Hiyiik, on the statue at Fasillar, 
or on the bulls’ base of the statue at Karatepe. 

We shall now turn to review the evidence. 


Fraktin 

A rock-relief portraying Hattusili III] and Puduhepa offering a libation to the 
gods is situated at Fraktin.? The site of the monument is not impressive (Fig. 1). 
A cliff which is about 5—7 m. high extends for a relatively long distance in an 
approximately north-south direction. A small rivulet, the Kara Su, flows alongside 
the cliff where the ground is even. The top of the escarpment is relatively straight, 
with the ground behind it nearly flat. Thus the cliff resembles a kind of support- 
ing wall of an artificial fill or an agricultural terrace. The flat top of the cliff forms 
a kind of a rough rock-platform a few metres wide. The “rock-platform”’ is 
perhaps larger, continuing further from the vertical face of the cliff, where it is 
covered by the soil which now forms the surface of the ground. The relatively 
small relief is carved on a section of the cliff which protrudes forward from the 
general line of the escarpment and roughly resembles a rectangle. The relief is 
situated on the long side of the “‘rectangle”’. 


1Dr. A. Kempinski made very valuable comments and read the manuscript. Mr. R. 
Temizer, Director of the Archaeological Museum at Ankara, enabled me to study the 
Carchemish monuments and extended his generous help. Dr. N. Dolunay, Director of the 
Archaeological Museum at Istanbul, kindly enabled me to study the Zincirli monuments 
although the museum was closed for restoration at that time. Mr. A. Hai, from the Institute of 
Archaeology, Tel Aviv University, took the photograph reproduced here in Fig. 18. I would like 
to thank them all. 

2cf. J.Garstang, The Land of the Hittites, London 1910, pp. 149-52, Pl. XLVII; 
I.J. Gelb, Hittite Hieroglyphic Monuments, Chicago 1939, pp. 14, 29 no. 22, Pl. XXXVIII; 
H. Th. Bossert, Altanatolien, Berlin 1942, nos. 550—2; E. Akurgal and M. Hirmer, The Art of 
the Hittites, London 1962, Pls. 100—1. 
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It seems that two or more hollows can be discerned on the “rock-platform”’ 
at the top of the escarpment (Fig. 1). In both cases the hollow is rough in shape 
and its sides are not smoothed, but it is relatively large and deep. My strong 
impression was that both are artificial and related to the monument. The first 
hollow is cut above the “rectangular” section of the rock containing the relief, at 
a distance of about 1-20 m. from the face of the cliff (Fig. 2). Its rough sides are 
nearly vertical although the hollow narrows towards the bottom. The upper edge 
of the hollow, where the side is now sloping, seems to be broken and missing. The 
hollow is about 70 cm. deep; at the level of its upper edge it is about 35 cm. in 
diameter, while at its lower part it is about 16 cm. in diameter. The second hollow 
is cut on the surface of the “rock-platform” about 15 m. to the south of the first 
one, i.e. about 15m. to the right when facing the relief (Fig. 3). The hollow is 
irregularly shaped; its upper part narrows towards the base and resembles a sort of 
funnel. The narrowest point of the hollow is about 12 cm. below the surface, and 
further down it widens again. The bottom of the hollow is now filled with earth 
and thus its exact height could not be determined; its present height is about 
50 cm. The diameter of the hollow is c. 45 cm. at its upper edge, c. 22—24 cm. at 
its narrowest point, and c. 30cm. at its bottom. Further away from the monu- 
ment to the south, i.e. to the right-hand side when facing the monument, at a 
distance of about 15m. from the second hollow, more rock-cut hollows may 
perhaps be discerned on the surface of the “rock-platform”. In Fig. 1 their 
position is indicated by the furthest boy. These “hollows’’ are now filled with 
earth, and without cleaning them it is impossible to decide whether they are 
proper artificial hollows or just shallow natural depressions on the surface of the 
rock, 


Sirkeli 

A relief of king Muwatalli which is carved on a cliff overlooking the Ceyhan 
river near the village of Sirkeli, was independently noticed and described by 
Garstang and Gelb? and identified by Giiterbock.* The rock-relief has since then 
been discussed or reproduced several times.* The relief is carved on the face of a 
vertical cliff nearly overhanging the water at a place where the river makes a curve. 
A gentle slope leads down to the river at this area, its line being broken by the 
cliff with the relief. This is a large conspicuous cliff, protruding above the water 
and the adjacent slope (Fig. 4). Its top edge—above and behind the relief—is 
relatively flat and forms a kind of platform. The natural surface of the “platform” 
is rough, and in fact is composed of a few separate rocks forming part of the cliff, 
with deep crevices between them. The “‘platform”’ is at least 11 X 8 m. in size. 

Two depressions are carved at the back-part of the “‘platform’’, i.e. the 
section furthest from the river. They are thus situated above and behind the relief, 
and they form a “line” which is roughly parallel to that of the vertical facade of 


3J. Garstang, LAAA 24 (1937), pp. 64—6, Pls. XVII—XIX; Gelb, Hittite Hieroglyphic 
Monuments, p. 37 no. 48, Pls. LXVITI—LXIX. 

4H. G. Gitterbock, LAAA 24 (1937), pp. 66—8. 

> Bossert, Altanatolien, nos. 553—4; Akurgal and Hirmer, op. cit., p. 109, Pls. XX, 98; 
K. Bittel in K. Bittel et. al. (eds.), Anatolian Studies presented to H. G. Giiterbock on the 
Occasion of his 65th Birthday, Istanbul, 1974, pp. 65-72. 
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FIG. 1. Fraktin; the water shrine. The three boys mark the position of the hollows. The rock-relief is below 
the boy at the left. 


FIG. 2. Fraktin; the first hollow. FIG. 3. Fraktin; the second hollow. 
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FIG. 4. Sirkeli; the rock “platform” above the relief. The “southern” depression can be seen at left-hand side. 


FIG. 5. Sirkeli; the “northern” depression. FIG. 6. Sirkeli; the “‘southern”’ depression. 
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the cliff. We shall label the depressions “northern” and “‘southern”, the “‘north- 
em” depression being the right-hand one when facing them from the relief. The 
depressions are relatively large and neatly cut (Figs. 5—6). The northern de- 
pression is 32 cm. in diameter and c. 20 cm. in depth; its sides are rounded. The 
southern one is 26 cm. in diameter and 15 cm. deep; the upper part of its sides is 
nearly vertical and only the lower part of the depression is rounded. 


FIG. 7. The open-air sanctuary at Yazilikaya (after WVDOG 61, Taf. 39). The arrow indicates the cup-mark. 


Adjacent to the cliff and its “platform” looms the large mound of Sirkeli 
where Garstang found evidence of settlement during the Late Bronze Age.® The 
mound is much higher than the cliff and the Ceyhan river. The edge of the mound 
is near the cliff, though the mound itself is situated more to the side of the cliff 
rather than behind it. The cliff with its platform, and the curving river behind it, 
can be viewed from the summit of the mound nearly as if from above. From 
there the onlooker sees what a striking landmark the cliff really is. 


®Cf. note 3, above. 
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FIG. 8. Yazilikaya; the rock with the cup-mark. 


FIG. 9. Yazilikaya; the cup-mark. 
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Yazilikaya 

One round depression was carved on the surface of a rock in the open-air 
sanctuary. The excavation report includes a good photograph of the cup-mark 
though it does not discuss it, and the latter is indicated in the plans of the site.” 
The rock containing the cup-mark is one of a few situated in the open area 
between, and in front of, the two rock-galleries with the reliefs (Figs. 7—9). It is 
the southern-most rock, and during Phases B—C it adjoined the wall of the main 
building of the sanctuary. The main “‘passage” from the main building and the 
main rock-gallery to the side rock-gallery, seems to have led alongside our rock, or 
more precisely, between it and another rock facing it on the north-east. This way 
the two rocks formed a kind of “gateway” with the nearly vertical northern face 
of our rock serving as the “jamb” of the “gate-passage”. The cup-mark is cut on 
the upper edge of the rock near its northern face, i.e. near the “‘gate-passage”’. In 
this section the rock is lower than in its southern section, the bottom of the cup- 
mark being about 70cm. above the present ground-level. The location of the 
cup-mark is probably intentional, being within easy reach of those passing in the 
direction of the side rock-gallery. Due to the sloping and rough surface of the 
rock, the height of the depression is not uniform; it is higher on its eastern side, 
facing the rock-gallery. The depression is slightly elliptical in shape, its sides are 
rounded, and it is meticulously carved. A natural slit in the rock can be seen at 
the bottom of the depression. The depression is 4—23 cm. in height and 
27—32 cm. in diameter. 


Bogazkéy—The Lions’ Gate 

Two monumental lions flank the gate-passage of the ‘‘Lions’ Gate”’ of the 
Outer City (Fig. 10).2 They are carved on two huge monoliths which form the 
jambs of the outer entrance of the gatehouse. In the case of each lion only the 
front part of the lion is carved on the facade of the jamb. The front paws of each 
lion are not carved on the monolithic jamb, but instead are separately carved on 
the flat top of a large stone-slab. The two stone-slabs were placed in front of and 
against the monolithic jambs in such a way that the paws adjoin the front legs of 
the lions.* Both stone-slabs were placed horizontally, forming a horizontal “plat- 
form” in front of each lion, whose paws rested on its edge. In order to fix the 
stone-slabs in position the artisans had to hew the jambs beneath the lions’ legs, 
creating a concave form into which the stone-slabs could be properly fitted. 


7Cf. plans in K. Bittel, R. Naumann and H. Otto, Yazilikaya, Architektur, Felsbilder, 
Inschriften und. Kleinfunde, Leipzig 1941 (WVDOG no. 61), Tafeln 37—40, and photograph in 
Tafel 3 no. 4. The caption of the photograph reads: “Kiinstliche Mulde in einen Felsen vor der 
Hauptkammer’’. 

8For photographs of the gate and the lions cf. O. Puchstein, Boghaskdi, Die Bauwerke, 
Leipzig 1912 (WVDOG no. 19), p.75, Abb. 52, Tafeln 23—4; K. Bittel, Bogazkdy, Die 
Kleinfunde der Grabungen 1906-1912, Part I, Leipzig 1937 (WVDOG no. 60), Tafel 7; 
Bossert, Altanatolien, nos. 472—3; M. Vieyra, Hittite Art, 2300—750 B.C., London 1955, Pl. 12; 
Akurgal and Hirmer, op. cit., Pls. XVI—-XVII. 

The stone-slab containing the paws of the right-hand lion was found in situ when 
Puchstein cleared the gate. The stone-slab with the paws of the left-hand lion was restored by 
him to its original position (Puchstein; Boghaskdi, p. 74). Thus the small stones which can be 
observed beneath the left-hand stone-slab were probably placed by Puchstein to secure the 
latter in its place. 
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FIG. 10. Bogazkéy —the Lions’ Gate. 


The stone-slab adjacent to the left-hand lion is well preserved and its flat top 
is nearly rectangular (Figs. 11—12). Three sides of the slab are almost vertical, but 
on the side facing the gate-passage the lower part is rounded towards the outside. 
The bottom of the slab is not worked, and the slab is much thicker, i.e. higher, on 
the side facing the gate-passage than on the opposite side. The slab is accurately 
dressed, its top is well smoothed, and typical Hittite chisel marks are discernible 
on its surface. The stone-slab is about 1 m. wide, 69 cm. long and 20-50 cm. 
high; its flat top is raised c. 55 cm. above the present level of the gate-passage. The 
two lion’s paws are boldly carved and well preserved. Two cup-marks are cut in 
the flat top of the slab in front of the paws. Both the cup-marks and the paws are 
asymmetrically positioned on the stone-slab. But while the paws are nearer to the 
left-hand side of the slab, the cup-marks are nearer to the right-hand side, with the 
result that both cup-marks are placed almost in front of the right-hand paw. Both 
cup-marks are round, with their sides rounded, and they are neatly carved. The 
larger left-hand cup-mark is 12 cm. in diameter and 8 cm. deep, and the smaller 
right-hand one is 8-5 cm. in diameter and 4-5 cm. deep. 

The stone-slab in front of the right-hand lion is partly damaged (Fig. 13). 
The front and left-hand upper edges of the slab are now broken, but the original 
size of the slab is known, as the lower section of the vertical sides was preserved 
all around. In addition, the lions’ paws were considerably damaged. The stone-slab 
is very similar to its counterpart. It is nearly rectangular; three of its sides are 
nearly vertical, but on the side facing the gate-passage the lower section is 
rounded towards the outside. At present, the slab is embedded in the ground and 
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FIG. 11. Bogazkéy; the Lions’ Gate; the stone slab adjacent to the left-hand lion. 


FIG. 12. Bogazkéy; the Lions’ Gate; the left-hand lion. FIG. 13. Bogazkéy; the Lions’ Gate; the right-hand lion. 
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FIG. 14. Zincirli; the lion-base. 
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its height cannot be determined. Its flat top is even and smoothed, except for a 
section at the right-hand part which is raised c. 2 cm. The slab is larger than its 
counterpart; it is 1-42 m. wide and 90 cm. long, and its flat top is raised c. 50 cm. 
above the present level of the gate-passage. The lion’s paws are carved in the left- 
hand part of the slab. One cup-mark is carved in front of the right-hand paw; its 
position in relation to that of the paws and the slab is assymetrical. The cup-mark 
is adjacent to the edge of the slab which is now broken, and we have to consider 
the possibility that a second cup-mark might have been carved there, in parallel to 
the other stone-slab. The cup-mark is round and shallow; it is c. 8 cm. in diameter 
and c. 4 cm. deep. 


Zincirli~The Statue 

A large statue which was mounted on a double lion-base was discovered in 
Zincirli and is exhibited at present in the archaeological museum in Istanbul.!° 
The base was found in situ, placed against the wall of Palace J, with the statue 
lying buried beside it. The statue portrays a god, or more probably a royal 
figure.!! Two lions are carved on the base; their heads—being carved in three 
dimensions—protrude forward beyond the front corners of the base (Fig. 14). A 
demon with a human head, who holds the “‘reins”’ of the lions, is carved on the 
facade of the base between the lions. The upper parts of the three heads—those of 
the lions and the demon—are raised above the flat top of the base, where the 
statue was secured. The tops of the lions’ heads are somewhat higher than that of 
the demon’s head. A cup-mark is carved on the top of each head, in its centre. }? 

All three cup-marks are accurately cut; they are round with a rounded 
bottom. The two side cup-marks carved on top of the lions’ heads are 7 cm. in 
diameter and 3 cm. deep. The central cup-mark, cut on top of the demon’s head, 
is 5-5 cm. in diameter and 2 cm. deep. Thus, the two side cup-marks are cut at a 
higher level, and are larger in size than the central one. 


Carchemish—Bull-base B34 

This is a double bull-base which was found in situ beside the Great Staircase 
leading to the acropolis of Carchemish, and is exhibited at present in the archae- 
ological museum in Ankara.'? Almost certainly it supported a statue which is now 
lost. The top of the base is flat and well smoothed, and in it a rectangular mortise 
was cut to secure the statue’s tenon (Figs. 15—16). The mortise was bordered by a 
thick rim, now mostly broken, which protruded above the even surface of the top 
of the base. In front of and to the right of the mortise, a cup-mark is cut into the 


20F von Luschan et al., Ausgrabungen in Sendschirli IV, pp. 288—9, 362—9, Abbildungen 
194, 261-8, Tafel LXIV; Bossert, Altanatolien, nos.901—4; Vieyra, Hittite Art, Pl. 76; 
W. Orthmann, Untersuchungen zur spathethitischen Kunst, Bonn 1971, p.545 no. E/1, Tafel 
62: c—e. 

11H, Frankfort, The Art and Architecture of the Ancient Orient, London 1954, p. 180; 
W. Orthmann apud K. Bittel et. al. (eds.), Vorderasiatische Archdologie, Studien und Aufsatze 
(Festschrift Anton Moortgat), Berlin 1964, pp. 221-9. 

The cup-marks are indicated on the drawing of the base published in Ausgrabungen in 
‘Sendschirli IV, p. 289, Abb. 194. 

13 Sir (C.) L. Woolley, Carchemish, Part III, London 1952, p. 159, Pl. B34a—b; Orthmann, 
op. cit. (n. 10), p. 501, no. Bb/2. 
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FIG. 16. Carchemish; bull-base B34 from above. 


flat top of the base. It is round and its sides are rounded; it is about 6 cm. in 
diameter and 2 cm. deep. When the statue was secured in its place, the cup-mark 
was in front and to the right of the statue’s feet. 


Carchemish—Statue B25 
The statue of the god Atarsuhi, placed on a double lion-base, was erected 


near the King’s Gate in Carchemish.'* Woolley restored the broken statue to its 
original position on the base, but the statue was later destroyed, and most of its 
parts lost. The base, and the remaining fragments of the statue, are kept at the 
archaeological museum in Ankara. The top of the base is flat and smoothed, and 
here a rectangular section indicates where the statue was placed (Figs. 17—18). 


14. L. Woolley, Carchemish, Part II, London 1921, Pls. B25, B26a; Carchemish, Part III, 
pp. 199, 260, Pls. 472, B54; Bossert, Altanatolien, no. 830; Vieyra, Hittite Art, Pl. 57; Akurgal 
and Hirmer, op. cit., Pl. 109; Orthmann, op. cit. (n. 10), p. 512 no. H/11, Taf. 32: c,e. 
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FIG. 17. Carchemish; lion-base B25 from above. 


This section is in general slightly lower than the flat top of the base, and its 
surface is more crudely dressed. It is demarcated on the front and right-hand side 
(when facing the monument) by thick, slightly protruding, ““margins’’. When the 
statue was placed in position, a large section of the top of the base, between the 
statue’s facade and that of the base, remained uncovered. It is there, in front of 
the god’s feet, that the cup-marks were carved. 

Conspicuous at first sight are eleven small and shallow cup-marks which are 
arranged in a pattern. Ten cup-marks form a circle, and the eleventh one is carved 
in the centre of the circle. The circle is not accurate, and the distance between the 
various cup-marks is not equal. The diameter of the circle is about 22 cm. The 
cup-marks are meticulously dressed but they slightly differ in size. They are about 
3-5—4 cm. in diameter and about | cm. deep. 

After discerning the above circle of cup-marks I started to look for similar 
cup-marks on other monuments. I soon detected two similar circles on base B53a 
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from Carchemish, which are discussed below. The cup-marks here are much 
smaller and shallower, and in fact I could only detect them due to the favourable 
lighting conditions in the museum. After studying the cup-marks from base B53a, 
I by chance looked at a photograph of B25 taken with the aid of flashlight, and 
I got the impression that here too I could see similar minute cup-marks. A second 
look at the base verified this impression. These cup-marks are so small and shallow 
that it is of no surprise that I could not discern them at first sight. Nevertheless, 
after checking them several times I am convinced that they do exist and are not 
merely chance “‘depressions” on the surface of the base. 


FIG. 18. Carchemish; lion-base B25. 


The small cup-marks are even smaller and shallower than those of B53a, and 
they resemble, perhaps, thumb impressions on clay. They are about 1 cm. in 
diameter. Ten such cup-marks form a circle, about 10 cm. in diameter, to the left 
and slightly behind the circle of the larger cup-marks. As in the latter circle, an 
eleventh cup-mark is carved in the centre of the circle. The circle may contain two 
more cup-marks, which are marked with dotted lines in Fig. 17. However, my 
impression was that they were merely accidental depressions in the stone-dressing 
rather than artificially carved cup-marks. A group of five such cup-marks can be 
seen behind the circle of the larger cup-marks. A sixth one may have possibly 
been carved between two of the larger cup-marks. 
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Carchemish—Base B53a 

This is a double lion-base which supported a large statue. The base was found 
in situ during the excavation of the Inner City in Carchemish and is exhibited at 
present in the archaeological museum at Ankara.!* The statue represents a god, or 
more probably a royal figure.'® The statue and parts of the lions are now broken 
and mostly missing. The top of the base is flat, and a rectangular mortise to hold 
the statue was cut in it (Fig. 19). A section of the top around the edges of the 
mortise is roughly dressed, indicating where the statue rested. The rest of the flat 
top of the base is meticulously dressed and smoothed. 


- 


FIG. 19. Carchemish; lion-base BS3a from above. 


The cup-marks are carved on the front part of the flat top of the base, and 
are therefore positioned at the feet of the statue. The cup-marks are very small, 
and as stated above are discernible only in favourable lighting conditions. They 
are arranged in two circles, each containing ten cup-marks, with an eleventh one 


15 Carchemish, Part II, pp. 192, 243, Pls. B53a, B54a; Orthmann, op. cit. (n. 10), p. 509 
no. F/17, Taf. 32: a—b, d. 
16 Orthmann (n. 11, above); J. D. Hawkins, AS XXII (1972), pp. 96—7. 
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cut in the centre of the circle. The circles are placed one beside the other. Signifi- 
cantly, they are not centrally positioned on the base. The left-hand circle (when 
facing the monument) is about 13cm. in diameter; the cup-marks are about 
1-5 cm. in diameter and 3—5 mm. deep, except for the larger left-hand cup-mark 
which is about 3 cm. in diameter and about 6 mm, deep. The right-hand circle is 
about [5 cm. in diameter; the cup-marks are 1-5—2 cm. in diameter and about 
5 mm. deep. Three more cup-marks possibly may have been carved in front of the 
two circles, near the broken head of the left-hand lion. It is difficult to decide 
whether these “‘depressions” were deliberately carved or not. 


Interpretation 

The function and the meaning of the hollows and cup-marks described above 
must now be considered. Although all these hollows and cup-marks seem to be 
associated with cult and ritual, they are not uniform in size and character, and 
consequently in function. They can be divided into three groupings or even more. 

The first group includes the hollows and cup-marks related to the rock 
monuments of Fraktin, Sirkeli and perhaps Yazilikaya. Both in Fraktin and 
Sirkeli the rock-relief formed a Hittite water-shrine. In both places the hollows 
are situated in a “rock-platform” above the relief. The hollows were probably 
used as containers for libations and their existence indicates the performance of 
rituals on the “rock-platform”. In other words, the hollows indicate that the 
“rock-platform” formed part of each of the water-shrines in question.'? The 
hollows in Fraktin are exceptionally large. Our assumption that they were used 
for libations may be strengthened by the adjacent rock-relief, where the king and 
queen are portrayed offering a libation to the Weather God and to the goddess 
Hebat. The fact that both shrines contain more than one hollow may again be 
paralleled to the Fraktin relief, which shows two separate scenes of libation- 
offering. In Sirkeli, the existence of the neighbouring and contemporary settle- 
ment helps to explain the location of the water-shrine. The water-shrine is 
undoubtedly associated with the settlement, and it is located at this particular 
spot due to the cliff’s situation between the settlement and the river, as well as to 
its striking appearance. May we assume that the existence of a “‘rock-platform” at 
the top of the cliff was also taken into consideration when the site was chosen for 
a water-shrine?! In Yazilikaya the cup-mark is of a different character. Its 
position beside the passage to the side rock-gallery is undoubtedly an indication 
of its use—unknown at present—in the rituals performed in the rock-sanctuary. 

Here it seems relevant to mention two cup-marks which were discovered by 
Bittel in Osmankaya near Bogazkoy.!® They were cut one near the other in the 
flattened surface on the top of the rock, above the Hittite graves. The cup-marks 
are round with a rounded bottom and are neatly cut. They are 7-9—8-5 cm. in 


'7Dr. A. Kempinski drew my attention to the possible comparison and parallelism 
between the rituals associated with our hollows in the water-shrines and Hittite rituals which 
are associated with the underworld and with ritual-pits dug in the ground near the water. Cf. 
M. Vieyra, RHA 69 (1961), pp. 47-55; H. A. Hoffner, Journal of Biblical Literature 86 (1967), 
pp. 385—401. On water in Hittite cult cf. P. Neve, Regenkult-Anlagen in Bogazkéy-Hattusa. 
{stanbuler Mitteilungen, Beiheft 5 (1971), pp. 34 ff. 

18K. Bittel et. al., Die Hethitischen Grabfunde von Osmankayasi, Berlin 1958 (WVDOG 
no. 71), p. 4, Taf. III no. 2. 
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diameter and 2:7—3-1 cm. deep. Bittel concludes that they are contemporary with 
the graves and were used in the burial rites. As in the case of Fraktin and Sirkeli, 
we see that the ritual depressions were cut in the flat top of the rock, in that case 
above the graves. If one accepts the theory that the side rock-gallery in Yazilikaya 
was a funerary temple,’? then the Osmankaya cup-marks can be compared to the 
one from Yazilikaya. 

The second group includes the cup-marks associated with the Bogazkéy gate- 
lions, the lion-base from Zincirli and bull-base B34 from Carchemish. We shall 
turn first to the lions in Bogazkéy. Puchstein believed that the stone-slabs placed 
in front of the lions served as seats and the cup-marks were made by dripping 
water.2° Puchstein’s opinion has already been questioned by Bittel.?! It is clear 
that the stone-slabs were not meant merely to portray the lions’ front paws. These 
could have easily been carved on the huge monoliths together with the lions, as is 
the case in other gate-lions from Bogazkoy.?? Moreover, the bottom edge of the 
monolithic jambs was specially cut so that the stone-slabs could be fitted into 
their position. Therefore it seems that the artisans meant to construct two small 
“nlatforms”—each made of a separate stone-slab—in front of the lions. Almost 
certainly these should be interpreted as offering-tables placed at a convenient 
height above ground-level at the feet of the lions. The round depressions were 
probably used to contain liquid offerings or libations. Our offering-tables seem to 
strengthen the view that the gate-lions were not merely a decoration of the gate- 
house, but rather guardians of the gate, apparently considered to possess godly, 
demonical and even punitive powers. 

A similar case of an offering-table with depressions in it being placed beside a 
monument can perhaps be discerned in Carchemish. B33—the largest known Neo- 
Hittite relief, which portrays the Sun and Moon Gods standing on the back ofa 
crouching lion—was discovered in situ beside the Great Staircase leading to the 
acropolis of the city.2? The relief stood on a large stepped limestone base which 
can still be seen today at the site of Carchemish.?4 A square projection with a flat 
top at the centre of the base undoubtedly served as an offering-table in front of 
the gods. Its flat top is now rough and weathered, but it seems to me after a 
superficial scrutiny that cup-marks were not cut here. Nevertheless, it seems that 
another basalt offering-table with depressions was placed to the right of the relief, 
and it can still be seen in situ at the site (Fig. 20). It is described in the excavation 
report, where Woolley interpreted it as a “basalt impost” placed at the jamb of a 
doorway which he reconstructed at this point.25 The small depression cut in the 
stone was considered by him to be the “hinge-hole” of the door. However, there 


‘°K. Bittel, Hattusha, The. Capital of the Hittites, New York 1970, pp. 108—11. 

2©Puchstein, Boghaskér, p. 74: “Die Plinthen scheinen auch als Sitz gedient zu haben; 
sie . .. weisen oben siidlich eine, ndrdlich drei Hohlungen von Tropfwasser auf”. 

21 Bittel, Grabfunde von Osmankayasi, p. 4. 

22 Bittel, Bogazkdy, Die Kleinfunde, p. 11, Taf. 8 nos. 2—3. 

23On the relief and its base cf. Carchemish, Part III, pp. 159, 241-2, Pls. 29, 30, 31a, 
B33; H. H. von der Osten, Explorations in Hittite Asia Minor—1929, Chicago 1930 (OIC no. 8), 
p. 75, Fig. 74; Bossert, Altanatolien, no. 857; Vieyra, Hittite Art, P1.49; Akurgal and Hirmer, 
op. cit, Pi. 116; Orthmann, op. cit. (n. 10), p. 501 no. Bb/1, Taf. 23: a. 

“The base is made of limestone and not of basalt as stated by Woolley in Carchemish, 
Part Il, p. 159. 

28 Carchemish, Part III, pp. 159, 171, Pls. 29, 30, B33a (right-hand corner). 
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FIG. 20. Carchemish; an offering-table (?) beside relief B33. 


is nothing to warrant the reconstruction here of a doorway, and it is more likely 
that the “basalt-impost” is an offering-table containing two depressions and 
associated with the adjacent relief. The larger depression is nearly square but its 
sides are slightly rounded. It is c.45 cm. square and 14cm. deep. The smaller 
depression is meticulously cut; it is round, its sides are vertical and its bottom 
flat. It is 10 cm. in diameter and 7 cm. in depth. It seems that this offering-table is 
of a type discovered by Woolley in the city’s ruins and cemetery.26 One such 
offering-table was found near the South Gate of the Inner Town in Carchemish, 
and it seems reasonable to assume that it originally stood in front of royal statue 
B27a positioned inside the gatehouse.” 

As stated above, the cup-marks associated with the lion-base from Zincirli 
and bull-base B34 from Carchemish should be included in the same group with 
those associated with the gate-lions in Bogazkéy. It seems that here, as in 
Bogazkoy, liquid offerings or libations were poured in the depressions in front of 
the statues. No offering-tables were prepared here, but the section of the flat top 
of the base in front of the statue could have served as such. 

The third group of cup-marks include those carved on lion-bases B25 and 
B53a from Carchemish. Here the cup-marks are relatively tiny, and they were 
probably not meant to contain anything, having rather a symbolic meaning. In 
both cases the cup-marks are arranged in a pattern, ten cup-marks forming a circle 


26 Carchemish, Part Il, pp. 93—4 and Fig. 27. 

27Ibid., pp. 92--3, Pls. 12, B27a. It seems relevant to add that in Tell Halaf as well 
offering-tables were placed in front of monuments erected at the entrance to the bit-hilani 
palace. Cf. M. Freiherr von Oppenheim, et. al. , Tell Halaf II, Die Bauwerke, Berlin 1950, pp. 61, 
64, Tafeln 5, 10—11, Plan 5. 
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with an eleventh one positioned in its centre. Needless to say, the pattern 
undoubtedly is meaningful, and this arrangement can be compared to patterns of 
cup-marks elsewhere in the Ancient East.”° 


8Cf., for example, cup-marks on megalithic tombs in Israel in E. Anati, Palestine Before 
the Hebrews, London 1963, Plates on pp. 278, 281. 


